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Executive Council Candidature 

of the International Theatre Institute ITI 

Application Form 2024 

A. Personal Information to be filled out by the Centre of the Candidate

LAST NAME: 
Tal 

First Name: 
Lina 

ITI Centre the Candidate represents: 
The National Centre for Culture and Arts (NCCA) of King Hussien 
Foundation (KHF) 

The Candidate’s position in the Centre: 
NCCA Director General and ITI Jordan Secretary General 

Other functions in the Centre: 
The National Centre for Culture and Arts (NCCA) of King Hussein 
Foundation is a non-profit, nongovernmental organization that 
was established in 1987 by Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein. 
Its aim is to promote social development, cross-cultural 
understanding, and creativity by utilizing the performing arts 
nationally and internationally. 

NCCA serves as a resource model for incorporating theatre, 
drama and dance in all levels of education for aesthetic, 
academic, cultural and personal development of young people 
and adults. NCCA houses the National Interactive Theatre Troupe 
(NITT) and Misk Dance company in addition to professional 
Theatre and Dance training programs for children and adults. Its 
activities and programs reach out to an audience of 
approximately 66,000 persons annually. 

In 2013 NCCA was appointed by UNFPA as the Global Centre of 
Excellence on Theatre Based Peer Education Training (TBT) for 
youth age (18-30), utilizing theatre skills and participatory drama 
methodology as a tool to raise awareness on reproductive 
health, gender-based violence and civic engagement; enabling 
them to become agents of positive change; and is accredited by 
the International Theatre Institute (ITI) - UNESCO.  

Since 2004, the NCCA has been a full member representing the 
International Association of Theatre for Children and Young 
People (ASSITEJ) in Jordan. 

In 2009 NCCA became the Jordanian Centre of ITI – UNESCO. 
Key staff members of NCCA who carry out additional tasks for 
ITI Jordan in their respective specializations:  
Dance - Rania Kamhawi, Senior Programme Development 
Manager, Director/ Amman Contemporary Dance Festival (ACDF)  
Media and Communication -Randa Fakhoury, Media Manager.  
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Arts Educational outreach - Muhanned Nawafleh, Culture and 
Arts Programs Manager.  
- Dissemination of ITI information to Jordanian members and 

related cultural institutions.
- Translations into Arabic and dissemination of ITI World 

Theatre and Dance Day messages to members, Jordanian 
Artists Association, local media and NCCA’s social media 
platforms.

- Regular contribution to ITI newsletters as well as the biannual 
book published by ITI.

- Celebrating the annual World Theatre Day in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Culture, Theatre companies, schools and 
cultural institutions. NCCA administrative.

- Recognition and visibility of ITI accreditation on the Theatre 
Based Techniques (TBT) training manual that was produced by 
UNFPA in cooperation with NCCA, and Drama in Education 
training manual in cooperation with the Ministry of Education. 

All above functions are conducted in collaboration with Sawsan 
Darwazeh - President of ITI Jordan. 

The centre organizes the International Arab Youth Congress 
annually which was initiated by Her Majesty Queen Noor Al 
Hussein in 1980 and the annual Amman Contemporary Dance 
Festival. 

NCCA has also established a wide network with various regional 
and international organizations and is actively engaged in 
promoting cross-cultural understanding by conducting 
comprehensive cultural exchange programs and co-productions 
in theatre and dance. 

Brief Professional Background: 
Lina Attel 

• Master’s degree in Theatre and Drama in Education,
University of Wales, UK – Cardiff.

• B.A. Administrative Science and English Literature, Yarmouk
University – Jordan.

• Founder and Director General of the National Center for
Culture and Arts of the King Hussein Foundation since 1987.

Lina is recognized for her pioneering role in introducing drama 
into mainstream education and the enhancement of the 
performing arts movement in Jordan, where she established the 
first National Interactive Theatre Troupe (NITT) in 1989. NITT 
produces issue-based plays focusing on audience participation 
related to Women Empowerment, Reproductive Health, Gender 
Based Violence and Radicalization of Vulnerable Youth. 
She has expanded the access to theatre by both developing 
programs with national and international organizations and in 
cooperation with public authorities and working at the grassroots 
level. The programs have brought theatre into education, fostered 
mutual understanding between people of diverse backgrounds, 
and emphasized the role of theatre in shaping opinion and 
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impacting social change. 
As a theatre practitioner she conceived and directed several 
musicals and interactive plays on social issues, amongst them the 
musical play "Petra Rocks" which was premiered in 2009 under 
the Patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II; the Musical play 
“Walking the Winds: Arabian Tales” which was co-produced with 
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts Washington 
DC. In 2006, in addition to directing "Opera Abu Hassan" by Carl-
Maria Von Weber with the participation of artists from France, 
Lebanon, Moldavia & Jordan.
She designed the Theater Arts Curriculum for the establishment 
of the Arts & Design College of Jordan University in 2002 as well 
as Drama in Education guidebooks for teachers for the Ministry of 
Education. Currently she serves as a member of the Higher 
Committee for developing National Curriculum in performing arts 
for public schools.
Published multiple research papers on the role of theatre in 
shaping opinion and impacting social change.
Recipient of the "Al Hussein Medal for Distinction of the First 
Order for distinguished achievement in the field of theatre" in the 
year 2000 and the International Prize Grozdanin Kikot, from the 
Center for Drama Education, Mostar Theater, Bosnia & 
Herzegovina -Contribution to the Development of Drama 
Education, 2000.
Served as member of the Board of Directors of several
organizations; amongst them:
- Jordan Radio and Television cooperation
- International Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts.
- Ministry of Culture Theatre Festivals.
- City Council of the Greater Amman Municipality.
Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak International Awrad for Arab
Youth, Abu Dhabi.

E-mail of the Candidate´s Centre:
Info@ncca.org.jo 
lina.attel@ncca.org.jo 

Website of the Centre (if existing): 
Facebook account: (20+) ي للثقافة والفنون

The National- المركز الوطن 
Center for Culture and Arts | Facebook 

Twitter account: NCCA.KHF (@NCCA_KHF) / Twitter 

Phone number(s) of the Centre: +96265690292/3

mailto:Info@ncca.org.jo
https://www.facebook.com/NCCA.KHF
https://www.facebook.com/NCCA.KHF
https://twitter.com/NCCA_KHF
mailto:lina@ncca.org.jo


4 / 8  

B. Candidate Related Activities since 2023 to be filled out by the Candidate 

1. Your main activities for your ITI Centre 

• on the 11th and 12th of May 2024, conducted a training workshop on “the Interagency Collaboration 

and Cultural Project Development Module”, organized by the Global Women's Forum in Jordan for 

40 women working in the Ministry of Culture from various governorates across the kingdom. 

 

• Disseminated a call for participation in the Jordan Theatre Festival organized by the Ministry of Culture 

to be held in November 2024. I serve as a member of the higher committee of the festival. 

 

• NCCA, in collaboration with Ashtar Theatre/Palestine, presented a performance entitled “Awalem” by 
Ashtar Muallem on Thursday, March 7, 2024, at Al Hussein Cultural Centre.  

 

• In February 2024, conducted a workshop on “Interactive Theatre” for 55 educational activity 

supervisors, members of theater groups, and those interested in theater in collaboration with the Arab 

Phoenix Foundation in Oman.  

 

• NCCA National Interactive Theatre Troupe (NITT), produced interactive plays entitled  
“Suad's Beauty Salon” and "Imaginary Barriers" that have been touring across Jordan  
from 2023 -2024. 

 

• NCCA National Interactive Theatre Troupe (NITT) presented “Gaza Monologues” on 23/12/2023 with 
the participation of renowned actors from Jordan.  

 

• Karama Human Right Film Festival, the 14th Edition was held from 5 to 12 December 2023 as a special 

tribute to Gaza – Palestine. For the 14th Edition of Karama, 72 films were successfully screened from 

across all genres including Documentary, Fiction, Animation and experimental. Most of the selected 

films resonated with this edition’s theme “Special Edition: Palestine”. Throughout the 7 days of the 

festival, 72 films of all genres and from over 40 different countries were screened in the three spaces 

of the Royal Cultural Center. 

 

• Co-produced and directed a musical play entitled “Jerassia - The Gold River” with the participation of 
120 performers for the annual International Jerash Festival for Culture and Arts which was held on July 
2023.  

 

2. Your participation in ITI Committees, Networks, Forums or Working Groups 

 
- Attended UNESCO World Conference on Culture and Arts Education which was held in Abu Dhabi 

from 13 – 15/2/2024 in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture and the Department of Culture and 
Tourism of Abu Dhabi. The conference included several thematic sessions with the participation of 
ministers of culture and education from around 40 countries. There were also parallel side events in 
which ITI UNESCO participated with panelists on “Culture and Arts Education for a Sustainable 
Future” along with Institute for Sustainable Development at the European Public Law Organization 
(ISD EPLO) and Culture for Causes Network (C4C). I participated as a panelist in this session and 
delivered a presentation about performing arts education and accessibility of theatre performances 
to the public.  
 

- In 2023, I was invited as a member of the ITI committee Heritage & Diversity Forum - Cyprus Lead by 
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Christos Georgiou, ITI Cyprus. I attended the International Festival of Ancient Greek Drama  
co-organized by the Deputy Ministry of Culture, the Cyprus Centre of the International Theatre 
Institute and the Deputy Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Cyprus. 

 
- Attended meetings in 2024 regarding the Sino-Arab exchange with ITI China to plan for future 

collaborations. 
 

- On the occasion of World Theatre Day on March 27, 2024, the Ministry of Culture in collaboration with 
NCCA organized an event under the patronage of H.E. Ms. Haifa Al-Najjar, Minister of Culture, at 
Osama Al Mashini Theatre. The event featured the reading of the WTD message by Mr. Zuhair Al 
Noubani, and two plays were presented by youth theatre groups. A short video by the NCCA National 
Interactive Theatre Troupe was published on NCCA Social Media platforms on this occasion. 

 
- As part of the Tunisian-Jordanian Cultural Week, ITI Jordan in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture 

held on June 3, 2024 a seminar on Opera and Musical Theatre by the Tunisian music composer, 
orchestra director Professor Fadī ben Othmān from the Tunisian Opera Theatre. Attended by key 
Jordanian practitioners in music, theatre and dance. Future co-productions between Tunisia and 
Jordan in opera and musical theatre were discussed to be implemented in 2025. 
 

- Attended the 163rd Executive Council Meeting from 28 November – 6 December 2023, Xichang, 
China. participated as a speaker at the conference of the Daliangshan International Theatre Festival 
and gave a presentation about NCCA performing arts projects that address human connection and 
cross-cultural understanding. 
 

- Nominated Samiha Khrais and Dr. Majd Al-Qasas to participate in the International Drama Colony 
invited by ITI Croatia, Zeljka Turcinovic from 30/6 – 9/7/2024. presented the play “The Making of the 
Cake” in Croatian language. 
 

- NCCA/ITI Jordan held the annual Amman Contemporary Dance Festival (ACDF) in 2023 with the 

participation of dance companies from France, Norway, Spain, Germany/Italy, and Jordan/NCCA 

MISK Dance Company. A dance workshop was conducted by Enrico Ticconi and Ginevra 

Panzetti/Germany and Italy for Jordanian dancers.  

 
- NCCA/ ITI Jordan Centre participated in the 36th International Theatre Institute (ITI) World Congress 

in Fujairah from 20 – 25 February, 2023 under the theme “Reunite, for the Performing Arts and 

Humanism”. I presented an overview of the achievements of ITI Jordan in theatre practices, 

performing arts, festivals and dance. 2 Actors from NCCA’s National Interactive Theater Troupe (NITT) 

presented within the event of Best Practices Exhibition around the world a description on 

methodology of Interactive Theatre with audience participation and a performance entitled “The Cycle 

of Life”.  

Election of the Executive Council: Jordan was elected as Executive Council member represented by 

Lina Attel along with 11 members from Belgium, Croatia, Ghana, India, Uganda, Burkina Faso, 

Germany, Italy, Sudan, the United Arab Emirates and the United States of America.  

 
- In 2023 ITI Jordan, Lina Attel and Sawsan Darwaza, president of ITI Jordan participated in a steering 

committee organized by the Ministry of Culture to work on the policy of developing and 

restructuring of the Jordan International Theatre festival. 
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For current Executive Council Members, only 

1. Your function in the Executive Council 2023-2024 

Member of the Executive Council, contributed to the meetings regarding the revision and amendment of 
the ITI Charter. 

2. Your activities for ITI worldwide in 2023 to 2024 

- UNESCO World Conference on Culture and Arts Education. 

- Sino-Arab exchange with China. 

- Heritage & Diversity Forum – Cyprus (International Festival of Ancient Greek Drama). 
 

- Participated in the 36th International Theatre Institute (ITI) World Congress in Fujairah in 2023 
under the theme “Reunite, for the Performing Arts and Humanism”. 

- Nominated Samiha Khrais and Dr. Majd Al-Qasas to participate in the International Drama Colony 
invited by ITI Croatia, Zeljka Turcinovic from 30/6 – 9/7/2024 
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C. Your expected contribution (function, role, added value) to ITI worldwide 

1. Your motivation for becoming a member of the Executive Council 

As an Executive Council member for the past year and a half, I’ve gained a deep understanding of the 
diverse challenges ITI Centers face and the opportunities available to address them. In these critical times, 
it’s more important than ever to scale up our efforts, advocate for the exchange of theatre productions and 
artists, and create a movement that fosters a deeper understanding of cultural diversity and human rights. 

Having been a committed ITI member since 2005, I am passionate about its mission and ambitious 
objectives. I am eager to contribute at a policy decision-making level, shaping the future of ITI. With over 
three decades of experience as a theatre practitioner, I understand the transformational power of the arts 
in driving social change. I believe in the strength of networks and collaboration, recognizing our 
responsibility to future generations who will face even more complex global challenges.  

Now is the time to elevate theatre as a powerful tool for addressing these issues and fostering positive 
change. I aim to enhance knowledge sharing, highlight the achievements of theatre and dance in the MENA 
region, and bring my expertise in theatre and drama in education to the forefront. 

2. A list of your artistic, educational, humanistic and management skills that you can 

Contribute to the future development of ITI. 

 
My educational background in Administrative Sciences and English Literature, complemented by higher 
education in Theatre Arts from the UK and extensive experience as a theatre practitioner, has equipped me 
with the skills to lead my team in maintaining both financial sustainability and artistic excellence at the 
National Center for Culture and Arts (NCCA), even during challenging times. 
 
 My experience in cultural diversity and international cross-cultural collaborations in the performing arts 
has positioned me to bridge the gap between East and West, offering valuable insights into the challenges, 
opportunities, and aspirations of artists in the MENA region. 

 

3. Do you have any goals and visions for ITI for 2024 to 2026? 

Elevate the role of theatre as a transformative tool for social change. I aim to enhance global collaboration, 
advocating for the exchange of productions and artists to deepen cultural understanding and human rights 
awareness. I’m committed to highlighting the achievements of theatre and dance in the MENA region, while 
fostering networks that empower future generations to tackle complex global challenges through the arts. 
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Please fill out the following survey by checking the relevant fields. This will show the members of the General 

Assembly what attitudes you have and demonstrate that you are aware of the responsibilities of Executive 

Council members. 

 
 

Statement Yes 
I intend 

to get it. 
No 

I have a good knowledge of ITI, including its goals, structure, and activities. ✔   

I am aware that being an Executive Council member means a commitment 
to ITI. 

✔   

I have read the Charter of ITI (attached). ✔   

I have read the Rules and Guidelines for an ITI Executive Council member 
(attached). 

✔   

I am aware of the bodies of ITI (Congress, General Assembly, Centres, 
Cooperating Members, Executive Council/Board, Committees / Forums / 
Networks / Project Groups and General Secretariat. 

✔   

I am aware of the international activities that ITI is involved in (Congress, 
World Theatre Day, International Dance Day, etc.) 

✔   

I will attend all Executive Council and Executive Board sessions as well as 
Working Group meetings (of groups in which I choose to participate). 

✔   

I have a good experience in international networking and collaborations. ✔   

I will maintain good communication with the General Secretariat and with 
my fellow Executive Council members. 

✔   

I understand that being an active participant in a Centre or committee or 
having done any ITI project will help me to be elected. 

✔   

I am aware that my centre must provide travel funds for Executive Council 
and/or Executive Board sessions or secure them myself. 

✔   

I am willing to take a function in the Executive Council, if needed, according 
to my skills. 

✔   

I will show initiative for ITI and its activities. ✔   

I am willing to represent ITI worldwide in national and international events. ✔   

I will use my influence to improve ITI’s visibility locally and globally. ✔   

I am aware that, as part of the Executive Council, my Centre and I should 
serve as good examples for ITI. 

✔   

 

D.  Survey about the skills of an Executive Council Member 

 
To be emailed to: congress@iti-worldwide.org , together with your portrait 

no later than 9 August 2024. 

mailto:congress@iti-worldwide.org

